
1. SCHOOL SCENARIOS
HOW TO HANDLE exposure to COVID-19 

Scenario 1A. A healthy(asymptomatic) student or staff member has been 
exposed to a person with confirmed COVID-19 within their household. 

SCHOOL 

Send individual 
home (if not 

home already). 

Record the date 
school became 

aware and 
excluded the 

individual. 
Have the 

school liaison 
contact VCPH.

Scenario 1B. A healthy student or staff member has been exposed to a 
person* with confirmed COVID-19 outside of their household. 

SCHOOL 

Send individual 
home (if not 

home already). 

Record the date 
school became 

aware and 
excluded the 

individual. 

Including siblings
(if ill person is a
student)HOUSEHOLD 

MEMBERS 

If siblings were not exposed to the 
person with confirmed COVID-19:

they may continue school 
attendance as long as exposed 

sibling remains healthy.

HOUSEHOLD 
MEMBERS 

Quarantine at home for 
14 days after date of last exposure 
to the COVID-19 positive contact. 
If additional household members 

become ill with COVID-19, or if the 
exposed person cannot avoid 

continued close contact, the length 
of quarantine may be >14 days. 

If exposed household 
member becomes ill 

during quarantine, see 
Scenario 2B

EXPOSED 
PERSON 

Quarantine at home for 
14 days after date of last exposure 
to the COVID-19 positive contact. 
If additional household members 

become ill with COVID-19, or if the 
exposed person cannot avoid 

continued close contact, the length 
of quarantine may be >14 days.

See CDC’s definition for quarantine

If exposed person becomes 
ill during quarantine, see

Scenario 2B 
See CDC’s definition for quarantine

EXPOSED 
PERSON 

Quarantine at home for 
14 days after date of last 
exposure to the COVID-19 

positive contact.

If exposed person becomes 
ill during quarantine, see

Scenario 2B 

* Close contact: less than 6 ft. for 15 minutes or more



2. SCHOOL SCENARIOS
HOW TO HANDLE COVID-19 illness 

Scenario 2A. A student or staff member becomes ill with COVID-19 symptoms.** 
Ill person has no known COVID-19 contacts in past 14 days. 

SCHOOL 
ILL 

Seek testing and contact your healthcare 
provider. A testing site can be found at 

https://www.venturacountyrecovers.org/ 
or call 211.

PERSON 

If the ill person If the ill person 
does not get 

tested for 
COVID-19, see test, see 
Scenario 4A 

has a negative 
COVID-19 viral 

Scenario 3A 

Including 
siblings 
(if ill 
person is 
a student)

All healthy 
siblings may 

continue 
school 

attendance 
while ill 

student is 
evaluated 

for 
COVID-19 
infection.

HOUSEHOLD 
MEMBERS 

If the ill person 
has a positive 
COVID-19 viral 

test, see 
Scenario 5 

Scenario 2B. A student or staff member becomes ill with COVID-19 symptoms.**  
Ill person was in close contact* with someone who has COVID-19 in past 14 days. 

ILL HOUSEHOLD 

If the ill person 
does not get 

tested for 
COVID-19, see 
Scenario 4B 

PERSON MEMBERS 

All healthy siblings should be
sent home while ill student is 

evaluated for COVID-19 
infection.

SCHOOL 

Send student or staff 
home. The ill person is 
a “presumptive case,” 
due to recent contact 
with a COVID-19 case.

If the ill person 
has a negative 
COVID-19 viral 

**Primary COVID-19 symptoms:
cough, fever (temperature greater 
than 99.5 F per VCPH Guidlelines), 
chills, shortness of breath, loss of 
taste or smell, nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea, or difficulty breathingtest, see 

Record the date 
school became 

aware and 
excluded the 

individual. Scenario 3B 

If the ill person 
has a positive 
COVID-19 viral 

test, see 
Scenario 5 

Seek testing and contact your healthcare 
provider. A testing site can be found at 

https://www.venturacountyrecovers.org/ 
or call 211.

Send student 
or staff home.

Record the date 
school became aware 

and excluded the 
individual. 

Record the date 
school became 

aware and excluded 
the individual. Have 

the school liaison 
contact VCPH.

Including 
siblings 
(if ill 
person is 
a student)

* Close contact: less than 6 ft. for 15 minutes or more



3A. SCHOOL SCENARIOS 
HOW TO HANDLE a negative COVID-19 viral test 

Scenario 3A. An ill student or staff member has a negative COVID-19 viral 
test. Ill person has no known COVID-19 contacts in past 14 days. 

SCHOOL 

Including
siblings (if ill
person is a
student)ILL 

PERSON 

Isolate at home until 24 
hours after fever is resolved, 

without use of fever-
reducing medicine, and 

symptoms are improving.
May resume school/work.

Healthy siblings 
may continue 

school attendance.

HOUSEHOLD 
MEMBERS 

Student/staff has 
been sent home 

due to illness.

3B. SCHOOL SCENARIOS 
How to Handle a Symptomatic Negative COVID-19 
Viral Test in Close Contact with a COVID-19 Case 

Scenario 3B. An ill (symptomatic) student or staff member has a negative COVID-19 viral test. 
Ill person was in close contact with someone with has COVID-19 in past 14 days. 

SCHOOL 

Send student/staff 
home, if not already 

quarantined. 

ILL 
PERSON 

Quarantine at home. 
Retest for COVID-19 

toward end of 
quarantine.

VCPH 

Ask student/staff to 
quarantine for 14 days 
following last contact 
with COVID-19 case.

Test student/staff again 
toward end of 

quarantine. Their earlier 
illness might have been 
coincidental while they 

were incubating 
COVID-19.

* Close contact: less than 6 ft.  
 for 15 minutes or more



4A. SCHOOL SCENARIOS 
HOW TO HANDLE when a person does not get tested 

Scenario 4A. An ill student or staff member does not get tested with a COVID-19 
viral test. Ill person* has no known COVID-19 contacts in past 14 days. 

SCHOOL 

Send individual 
home (if not 

home already). 

If no alternative diagnosis is 
identified by a healthcare 

provider as the cause of the 
person’s illness, then all 

household members should 
quarantine at home. Refer to

Scenario 1a 

If a clear alternative 
non-respiratory diagnosis is 
identified by a healthcare 

provider as the cause of the 
person’s illness (e.g., a 

positive urine culture in a 
febrile child), then all 
healthy siblings may 

continue school attendance.

HOUSEHOLD 
MEMBERS 

Including
siblings (if ill
person is a
student)

ILL 
PERSON 

If no alternate diagnosis is 
identified as the cause of the 

person’s illness, the ill 
person should isolate at 

home for 10 days and until 
24 hours after fever is 

resolved, without use of 
fever-reducing medicine, 
and other symptoms are 

improving.

If a clear alternative non-respiratory 
diagnosis is identified by a healthcare 
provider as the cause of the person’s 

illness (e.g., a positive urine culture in a 
febrile child), then usual 

disease-specific return-to-school 
guidance should be followed and 
person should be fever-free for 24 

hours, without use of fever-reducing 
medicine. 

A healthcare provider note is 
required for return to school before 
10 days of isolation, ensuring that 

the person is no longer contagious.

* If a child has been ill, has a negative COVID test and hasn’t been exposed to anyone with 
COVID, they may return to school after 24 hours without fever and the use of fever reducing 
medication and improved symptoms. If the child was not tested for COVID and there is an 
alternative diagnosis (i.e. urinary tract infection or ear infection) a doctor’s note will be 
needed (or a negative COVID test). For students with a known history of psychosomatic 
complaints (i.e. upset stomach before exams, headache when stressed) neither a negative 
COVID-19 test nor doctor’s note is needed if the parent and school authority (teacher, school 
nurse or health tech) can agree on this being the case and the student may resume school.



4B. SCHOOL SCENARIOS 
HOW TO HANDLE when a person does not get tested 

Scenario 4B. An ill (symptomatic) student or staff member does not get tested with a 
COVID-19 viral test, and a clear alternative non-respiratory diagnosis is not identified. 

Ill person* was in close contact with someone who had COVID-19 in past 14 days. 

If no alternative diagnosis is 
identified by a healthcare 

provider as the cause of the 
person’s illness, the ill person 
should isolate at home for 10 

days after symptoms first 
appeared and until 24 hours 

after fever is resolved, without 
use of fever-reducing 
medicine, and other 

symptoms are improving, or 
14 days from last contact with 
COVID-19 positive individual, 

whichever is longer.

ILL 
PERSON VCPH 

Confirm that 
“presumptive case” 

was exposed to a 
confirmed case.

Work with school to 
review the line list to 

identify exposed 
individuals. 

Review if 6 feet 
physical distancing 

and proper PPE was 
consistently 

maintained during 
school day. Identify 
exposed contacts.

If cannot confirm that 
6 feet social distancing 

and PPE was 
consistently 

maintained during 
school day, make 

quarantine 
recommendations.

Notify exposed 
contacts to initiate 
quarantine period. 

If an alternative respiratory 
diagnosis is identified by a 
healthcare provider as the 
cause of the person’s illness 
(e.g., positive influenza test), 

COVID-19 is still not ruled out. 
Co-infection is possible. The ill 
person should isolate at home 

for 10 days after symptoms first 
appeared and until 24 hours 

after fever is resolved, without 
use of fever-reducing medicine, 

and other symptoms are 
improving, or 14 days from last 
contact with COVID-19 positive 
individual, whichever is longer. 

Including siblings
(if ill person is a

student)
HOUSEHOLD 

MEMBERS 

If no alternative diagnosis is 
identified by a healthcare 

provider as the cause of the 
person’s illness, then all 

household members should 
quarantine at home for 14 

days after their last exposure 
to the ill sibling. Refer to

SCENARIO 1A 

If an alternative respiratory 
diagnosis is identified by a 

healthcare provider, then all 
household members still 

require quarantine at home 
for 14 days after their last 
exposure to the ill sibling. 

Refer to
SCENARIO 1A 

EXPOSED 
PERSON 

Refer to 
Scenario 1 

If student rides school district 
transportation (not public transit) for 

transportation and bus ride is >15 
minutes, all students on bus should be

considered an exposed cohort. 

SCHOOL 

Send student/staff home, if 
not already isolated. The ill 
person is a “presumptive 

case,” due to recent contact 
with a COVID-19 case.

School liaison to contact VCPH 
to confirm case and to begin 

collaboration on contact 
tracing.

Provide line list to VCPH, to 
assist with identifying 
exposed individuals. 

Based on the line list 
information, VCPH will 

determine what individuals 
or classrooms, if any, to 

quarantine. 

* If a child has been ill, has a negative COVID test and hasn’t been exposed to anyone with 
COVID, they may return to school after 24 hours without fever and the use of fever reducing 
medication and improved symptoms. If the child was not tested for COVID and there is an 
alternative diagnosis (i.e. urinary tract infection or ear infection) a doctor’s note will be 
needed (or a negative COVID test). For students with a known history of psychosomatic 
complaints (i.e. upset stomach before exams, headache when stressed) neither a negative 
COVID-19 test nor doctor’s note is needed if the parent and school authority (teacher, school 
nurse or health tech) can agree on this being the case and the student may resume school.



4c. SCHOOL SCENARIOS 
HOW TO HANDLE when a person does not get tested 

Scenario 4C. An ill student or staff member does not get tested with a COVID-19 
viral test, and a clear non-respiratory diagnosis is identified as cause of illness. 

Ill person* was in close contact with someone who had COVID-19 in past 14 days. 

Including 
siblings (if ill 
person is a 
student)

If a clear alternative 
non-respiratory diagnosis is 
identified by a healthcare 

provider as the cause of the 
person’s illness (e.g., a positive 
urine culture in a febrile child), 
then all household members 

may continue school 
attendance, as long as the 

family member develops no 
COVID-19 symptoms during 

quarantine.

HOUSEHOLD 
MEMBERS 

ILL 
PERSON 

If a clear alternative non-respiratory 
diagnosis is identified by a healthcare 

provider as the cause of the person’s illness 
(e.g., a positive urine culture in a febrile child), 

then usual disease-specific return-to-school 
guidance should be followed. However, this 

student also requires quarantine, due to 
recent exposure to COVID-19 case. Person 
must quarantine at home for 14 days after 

date of last exposure to the COVID-19 positive 
contact (refer to Scenario 1), and meet usual 

return-to-school guidance for diagnosis.

If person develops new COVID-19 
symptoms during quarantine, refer to 

Scenario 2b. 

SCHOOL 

Send individual home 
(if not home already). 
The ill person is not 

considered a 
“presumptive case,” 
due to alternative 

diagnosis.

School liaison to 
contact VCPH to 

notify of the 
"exposure and begin 

collaboration on 
contact tracing.

See CDC When to Quarantine

* If a child has been ill, has a negative COVID test and hasn’t been exposed to anyone with 
COVID, they may return to school after 24 hours without fever and the use of fever reducing 
medication and improved symptoms. If the child was not tested for COVID and there is an 
alternative diagnosis (i.e. urinary tract infection or ear infection) a doctor’s note will be 
needed (or a negative COVID test). For students with a known history of psychosomatic 
complaints (i.e. upset stomach before exams, headache when stressed) neither a negative 
COVID-19 test nor doctor’s note is needed if the parent and school authority (teacher, school 
nurse or health tech) can agree on this being the case and the student may resume school.



5. SCHOOL SCENARIOS
HOW TO HANDLE a positive COVID-19 viral test 

Scenario 5. One student or staff member has a positive COVID-19 viral test.

VCPH 

Work with school to 
review line list to 
identify exposed 

individuals. 

Review if 6 feet 
physical distancing 

and proper PPE was 
consistently 

maintained during 
school day. Identify 
exposed contacts.

If cannot confirm that 
6 feet social distancing 

and PPE was 
consistently 

maintained during 
school day, consider 
cohort quarantine.

Notify exposed 
contacts to initiate 
quarantine period.

ILL 
PERSON 

Isolate at home for 
10 days and until 24 
hours after fever is 
resolved, without 

use of fever-
reducing medicine, 

and other symptoms 
are improving. 

A negative viral 
COVID-19 test is not 
needed for return to 

school.

EXPOSED 
PERSON 

Refer to 
Scenario 1 

If student rides school 
district transportation 
(not public transit) for 
transportation and bus
ride is >15 minutes, all 
students on bus should 

be considered an 
exposed cohort.

Including siblings
(if ill person is a student)

HOUSEHOLD 
MEMBERS 

All healthy 
household members 
must quarantine at 

home. Refer to 
Scenario 1a 

SCHOOL 

Send student/staff home, if 
not already isolated. The ill 
person is a “presumptive 

case,” due to recent contact 
with a COVID-19 case.

School liaison to contact 
VCPH to confirm case and to 

begin collaboration on 
contact tracing.

Provide line list to VCPH, to 
assist with identifying 
exposed individuals. 

Based on the line list 
information, VCPH will 

determine who at the school 
needs to be quarantined. 



SCHOOL 

Send student/staff home, if 
not already isolated. 

School liaison to contact VCPH 
to confirm cases and to begin 

collaboration on contact 
tracing. 

Document on line list when 6 
feet physical distancing and 

PPE were not maintained 
during school day.

Provide line list to VCPH, to 
assist with identifying 
exposed individuals. 

Based on the line list 
information, VCPH will 
determine the need to 

quarantine an entire cohort. 

6. SCHOOL SCENARIOS
HOW TO HANDLE MULTIPLE positive COVID-19 viral testS 

Scenario 6. Two or more people within same cohort have a positive COVID-19 
viral test within 14 days.

If cannot confirm 
that 6 feet distancing 

Work with school to 
review the line list to 

identify exposed 
individuals. 

Review if 6 feet 
physical distancing and 

proper PPE were 
consistently 

maintained during 
school day. Identify 
exposed contacts.

VCPH 
ILL 

PERSONS 

Isolate at home for 
10 days and until 24 
hours after fever is 
resolved, without 

use of fever-
reducing medicine, 

and other symptoms 
are improving. 

A negative viral 
COVID-19 test is not 
needed for return to 

school.

EXPOSED 
PERSON 

Refer to 
Scenario 1 

If student rides school 
district transportation 
(not public transit) for 
transportation and bus
ride is >15 minutes, all 

students on bus 
should be considered 
an exposed cohort.

Including siblings
(if ill person is a student)

HOUSEHOLD 
MEMBERS 

All healthy 
household members 
must quarantine at 

home. Refer to 
Scenario 1a 

and PPE was 
consistently 

maintained during 
school day, consider 
cohort quarantine.

Notify exposed 
contacts to initiate 
quarantine period.

Test all students 
and teachers 
in the class.

Consider closing 
class for 14 days.



7. SCHOOL SCENARIOS
HOW TO HANDLE MULTIPLE positive COVID-19 viral testS 

Scenario 7. Two or more people within different cohorts have a positive 
COVID-19 viral test within 14 days. 

Work with school to 
review line list and other 
sources of information.

VCPH
ILL 

PERSONS 

Isolate at home for 
10 days and until 24 
hours after fever is 

resolved, without use
of fever-reducing 

medicine, and other 
symptoms are 

improving. 

A negative viral 
COVID-19 test is not 
needed for return to 

school.

EXPOSED 
PERSON 

Refer to 
Scenario 1 

If student rides school 
district transportation 
(not public transit) for 
transportation and bus 
ride is >15 minutes, all 
students on bus should 

be considered an 
exposed cohort. 

If cases are unrelated (e.g., not 
from same household, cannot 

identify a common source outside 
of school setting), these may be

sporadic cases. Refer to 
Scenario 5. 

If the cases are unrelated but have 
definite exposure to each other 

during school day (e.g., not assigned 

If cases are related (e.g.,
same household, or same

exposure source outside of 
school setting), may not be 
due to transmission across 

different cohorts. 

Review if 6 feet physical 
distancing and proper PPE 

were consistently 
maintained during school 

day in each cohort. Identify 
exposed contacts.

If cannot confirm that 6 feet 
social distancing and PPE was 

consistently maintained 
during school day,

recommend to quarantine 
affected cohorts. 

Notify exposed contacts to 
initiate quarantine period.

to same cohort, but attend same
after-school activity), this may be 
due to transmission during groups 

outside of cohorts. 

Recommend to quarantine if 
specific groups can be identified. If 

specific overlapping groups 
cannot be identified, recommend 
quarantine of all affected cohorts. 

Notify exposed contacts to 
initiate quarantine period.

Including siblings (if ill 
person is a student)

HOUSEHOLD 
MEMBERS 

All healthy household members 
must quarantine at home. Refer to 

Scenario 1a 

SCHOOL 

Send student/staff home, if 
not already isolated. 

School liaison to contact VCPH 
to confirm cases and to begin 

collaboration on contact 
tracing. 

Document on line list when 6 
feet physical distancing and 

PPE were not maintained 
during school day.

Provide line list to VCPH, to 
assist with identifying 
exposed individuals. 

Based on the line list 
information, VCPH will 
determine the need to 

quarantine, individual(s) 
or an entire cohort. 


